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Mount Pleasant Baptist Church Inspiration Newsletter Pastor’s Corner November—December  2019 

  

      The Pastor’s Corner 

 

 

 I  
can’t believe that it’s already December in 2019. On top of that 
2020 is the last year in another decade. I used to hear my Grandfa-
ther say, “Time waits for no one.” The older I get the more I under-
stand what he was talking about. 

As this year comes to a close my encouragement to you is this: MAKE THE 
MOST OF IT. Whatever has happened to you in this year; whether good or 
bad, you still have time to turn things around. Remember that God has the 
Final Word. No matter your circumstances, your situation or your perceived 
outcome; don’t throw in the towel. We serve a God who specializes in 
things that seem impossible. Hebrews says that, “Faith is the substance of 
things hoped for and the evidence of things not seen.” You just keep be-
lieving and watch God do His thing in your life. 

You just make sure to do your part. 

• Have you worshiped the way God wants you too? 

• Have you served the way God wants you too? 

• Have you given the way God wants you too? 

• Have you loved the way God wants you too? 

Sometimes we are waiting on God and God is waiting on us to be the “new creatures” that he has called us to 

be. Romans tells us to “Present our bodies as a living sacrifice, Holy and acceptable unto God which is your 

reasonable service.” Have you pleased God in 2019? Is what you do for the Kingdom ACCEPTABLE unto God? 

If so, keep on doing what you’re doing. If not. You still have a chance to turn things around. MAKE THE MOST 

OF IT!   #WEBUILDHERE■■■■ 

Rev.  Dr. Kevin E. Donalson, Sr. 
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Article Courtesy of   Rev. Gwen Holoman | Photos Courtesy of Shellia McKan Mount Pleasant Baptist Church Inspiration Newsletter 

2019 iRep College Day Event   

T 
he 2019 iREP College Day Event was focused on “College Pre-
paredness, College Readiness and Sustainability”.  What is 
“College Preparedness, College Readiness and Sustainability”?  
Well, we are glad you asked.  In simpler terms it is: 1) Knowing 

what’s needed and when, 2) having your ducks in a row ahead of time 
and 3) when you obtain the acceptance to the school(s) of your choice 
being able to not only start your first year but complete your term in 4-
5 years, depending on your program.  Hopefully, it will be an uninter-
rupted term so you are then able to graduate and step into your future 
destiny with expectancy and with little or even better NO DEBT.   
 

This year’s event had several workshops and information sharing ses-
sions which all tied together with the above goals in mind.   

We had an Essay Writing Workshop focused on helping students to be able to “Tell Their Stories”.  This workshop 
was very interactive including time for the students to begin writing their essays with English Teachers on hand 
from the local high schools to provide assistance.  Ask yourself this question… 
“If your name were an acronym, what would it stand for and how would it reflect your strengths and personality?”  
Source:  Hampton University Application Process 
 

The ladies from College Access Fairfax were on hand to ensure students and parents were aware of the require-
ments for completing the FAFSA…To provide a knowledge base of the various financial resources available to pay 
for college…and to discuss which combination of resources may work best for you.  

Upcoming College Access Fairfax Workshops 

There is no cost associated with any of our workshops and students 
& parents are welcomed to attend any location. We do, however, 
ask you to register in advance.  Scholarship 101 is an hour long over-
view of the scholarship application process.  Learn how to search, 
apply and find scholarships and tips for a successful scholarship ap-
plication. FAFSA Completion Workshops are offered for seniors and 
parents of seniors on multiple times from October through February 
at high schools throughout Fairfax County. Parents and students 
who bring the required documents to the workshop receive one-on
-one assistance completing and submitting the FAFSA online.  
——continue to next page 

2019 iRep College Event 

2019 iRep College Event 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
FAFSA Completion: Annandale    Paying For College/Scholarship 101 – Herndon  

December 5 @ 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm    January 22, 2020 @ 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm  

Paying For College/Scholarship 101 – Annandale  FAFSA Completion: Lee 

January 16, 2020 @ 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm    February 5, 2020 @ 5:00 pm - 7:30 pm 
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Excellent’, ‘Informative’, ‘Great’ and ‘I wasn’t aware of that…were you?’  

were some of 
the words that 

were used repeatedly to describe 
the Real Talk Panel Discussion.  
On the panel were subject-matter 
experts – school administrators, 
parents who had been through 
the process, as well as, recent col-
lege graduates who shared their 
experiences.  Questions were sub-
mitted by those in attendance 
through a moderator.  Hot topics 
such as AP Classes vs. Dual Enrollment were discussed, explaining the difference between them and tips on 
how to determine what works best for you based on your current situation and future goals and objectives.  
  
Student Profile and Recommendation Letter Workshop helped students to prepare for the college and schol-
arship application process by creating and/or maintaining a student profile from high school through college.  
This helps not only when applying for college but also when applying for scholarships, leadership and other 
programs.  Information packets, including a sample Recommendation Request Letter, was provided to aid stu-
dents in asking the right individuals to provide a reference or recommendation letter.  The goal was to proac-
tively “ask” at the beginning of the school year rather than reactively at the end of the application period or in 
the 11th hour.  The students reviewed several different 2019 scholarship requirements.  This exercise walked 
them through identifying who they should ask for a recommendation if they were applying for that particular 
scholarship.  For example, some scholar- ship applications require a 

recommendation letter from 
a teacher or a counselor…
However, in the case of a 
STEM scholarship students 
may specifically want to re-
quest a recommendation 
letter from a math or science 
teacher that knows their 
work well…If an athletic 
scholarship, a teacher who 
also coached you.   
 

A full-length practice SAT 
test was also administered 
during the iREP College Day 
Event.  This allowed the stu-
dents to participate in a di-
rect simulation of not only 

the testing environment but also to take an actual test that had previously been administered.  The practice 
test was made available from the College Board. ——>Continue to next page 

2019 iRep College Day Event  

Critical Tips 

• Make a list of who you will ask to write 

recommendation letters 

• Prepare and send the request letter and 

your student profile. 
• Make an appointment to see the teacher. 

• Talk about your plans to attend college. 
• Tell them what you learned in class. 

• Mention any challenges you overcame. 
• Remind them of any specific projects 

where you excelled 

• Give them the deadline for submitting 

reference letters. 

• Follow-up with teachers to ensure your 
letters have been sent. 

• Send thank-you notes once you’ve decided 

on a college to attend 
Student Profiles & Recommendation 

Letter Workshop 
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In addition to the workshops, a variety of college and alumni, military, Greek sorority and fraternity as well as 
community representatives were on hand.  They shared information about their schools, programs, organizations 
and scholarships.  

South Lakes High School Jr ROTC Honor guard kicked off the 
Fair with a ceremonial march.  The Junior Reserve Officers' 
Training Corps (JROTC) program is a high school Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) course interested in closing the 
achievement gap using a curriculum taught by retired mili-
tary professionals possessing college degrees.  We were 
very pleased to have them at the fair.  They also served as 
greeters, floaters helping out where needed and manned a 
table representing the JROTC program to share information 
with fair participants.  
  

Keeping in mind to “go ye 

therefore…”, we also had a ta-

ble with bibles and inspirational 

books to give to students to 

take with them when they went 

off to school (or whoever want-

ed one).  Because this event 

was open to the public, we 

knew there may be an oppor-

tunity to share the gospel.  

Praise be unto God we gave 

away bibles, books and was 

able to pray with some people.  

And it is our prayer that the 

people who came to the college 

fair received something special. #WEBUILDHERE■■■■ 

2019 iRep College Day Event  

A Heartfelt Thank You  

The 2019 planning committee thanks every-
one who participated in any way in this year’s 
college fair and workshops.  A special thank 
you to Floris United Methodist Church for 
hosting the event and coming along side to 
be ministry partners with us.  

Additional Resource Information 
College Board 

 

 https://www.collegeboard.org 

 https://
collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/
practice 

 sat.org/fee-waivers 
 
United Negro College Fund (UNCF) – please 
visit their site periodically as new scholarship 
information is posted regularly. 

https://www.uncf.org/scholarships 
 

College Access Fairfax 
FAFSA  https://fafsa.ed.gov 
www.collegecost.ed.gov  (financial 

Net Price calculator) 
Email: info@collegeaccessfairfax.org 

Web: www.collegeaccessfairfax.org  

https://www.collegeboard.org
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/practice
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/practice
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/practice
https://www.uncf.org/scholarships
https://fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.collegecost.ed.gov/
mailto:info@collegeaccessfairfax.org
http://www.collegeaccessfairfax.org/
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SENIORS MINISTRY 
A DAY AT THE ORCHARDS 

O n Tuesday, October 15th , the Seniors Citizens Ministry went to 
Marker-Miller Orchards.  It was a fun outing and just a good day 

to get away. This pick your own farm is about an hour from Washington, 
D.C., in the heart of the Shenandoah Valley.  This place offers a variety 
of fresh fruits, vegetables and the onsite bakery offers cakes, cookies and 

pies baked every day. There is also pumpkin picking, scenic wagon rides, and a playground for the children.  

Marker—Miller offers something for everyone! #WEBUILDHERE■■■■ 

O n Sunday, November 10th during the 10:30 am service, recognition 

of our children and youth was observed.  Several of our youth were rec-
ognized for various accomplishments 
in academics, dance, athletics, etc..  

Among those recognized were Kevin 
Glover and Braylen Brazelton.    Kev-
in, a 9th grader at Virginia Academy, 

received a special commendation from 
Mt. Pleasant for his 2,000 hours of vol-
unteer service at the MPBC Summer 

Camp in 2019.  Braylen, a student at 
the MPBC Christian Academy, re-
ceived a Good Samaritan commenda-

tion for his kindness to another small 
child who was not being treated well by others.  Congratulations to both; set-

ting great examples of Christian spirit. #WEBUILDHERE■■■■ 

YOUNG ACHIEVERS 

MPBC Youth Doing Great Things! 
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MPBC Walking for a cure 

O 
n October 18, 2019  the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society’s Light The Night walk was kicked off at 

the Reston Town Center. Friday’s walk was the first of three Light 

the Night Walk events held in this area. The other two walks were 

held in Rockville, Maryland and at the Mall in the District. The  

Light the Night walk begins at dusk and walkers turn on their illuminated red, 

white and gold lanterns.  Each colored lantern has a special significance. The 

white lanterns are carried by cancer survivors; red lanterns by supporters; 

gold lanterns are carried by those who are walking in memory of loved ones 

who lost their lives to cancer.  

Once again, special thanks to Charisse Hunter and the Socio Economic Empow-

erment Ministry for sponsoring and setting up our team this year. Several 

Mount Pleasant Baptist Church members walked and raised money for this 

worthy cause. This year our fund raising effort was an overwhelming success. 

To-date the MPBC family raised $4,119 dollars, just a little short of our goal, but that is ok.  A special shout out 

goes to Harold and Tina Robinson. This year they were our  highest fundraisers. They earned a $100 dining gift 

card to a local restaurant!  NOTE: It is not too late to donate though. We now have until Christmas to reach our 

goal of $5,000 and have it count against our 2019 fundraising efforts. Please visit our link  to learn more about 

the walk and how you can contribute, and we encourage you to join us next year as we continue to spread the 

Word to the community, get some fun exercise, and FIGHT CANCER!  Go to our link —> https://pages.lls.org/

ltn/nca/northva19/mpbcwalkingforacure #WEBUILDHERE ■■■■ 

Light The Night Walk—Reston  
Town Center 2019 

Socio-Economic Empowerment (S.E.E)  Ministry leads team to Walk For A Cure—Reston Virginia 
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WOMEN OF MPBC!  
 
Join our monthly Bible study and encouragement se-
ries—called the “Sisters’ Circle” - that happens right 
here at MPBC every third Tuesday evening  starting 
at 7pm. In this season, the book by Dr. Tony Evans, 
called “Detours” will be discussed and facilitated by 
Rev. Nicole Ellis.  The book will be available in the 
MPBC bookstore.  Women of all ages are welcome to 
attend; so remember to Bring A Friend! 
#WEBUILDHERE ■■■■ 

 

CALLING ALL MEN!  

 

MPBC is offering Men's Bible Study based on 
the “Authentic Manhood Series 33”, a journey 
to Authentic Manhood as modeled by Jesus in 
His 33 years on earth. Learn the foundation of 
Manhood (e.g., Design, Marriage, Fatherhood & 
Traps). Who are You? Why are you here? What 
is your Purpose? What is God’s plan for your 
life? Facilitated by Rev. Chris Brooks, the ses-
sions meet on the 2nd and 4th Monday of each 
month from 7pm - 8:30pm. For additional infor-
mation, email Rev. Keith Johnson at  
drjkj1214@gmail.com.       #WEBUILDHERE 
■■■■ 

 

Bible Study  
Opportunities 

Attention all Men and Women!  
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Looking for a way to 

serve? 
 

 

Socio- Economic Empowerment (S.E.E.) Ministry  
Openings  

 

We are seeking a leader for our Business Mind of Christ Ministry. Are you a 
successful business owner with a heart to share your gifts and experience 
with new or emerging business owners?  Are you willing to lead a supportive  
environment for current and aspiring business owners to grow in God’s plan 
for their business? f this describes you, your gifts are needed to serve God’s 
people. Please join us. 
 

We are seeking a leader for our Warriors for Christ Ministry. Do you have a 
heart to serve those who have served? Warriors for Christ is seeking a leader 
who desires to support our current and former military  men and women? 
Are you willing to engage in Community Outreach and Partner with local mili-
tary groups to support active duty, veterans, and retirees and their families?  
If this describes you, your gifts are needed to serve God’s people.  
 

Please join us. Contact, Sis. Lulu Jackson, Director, S.E.E. Ministry  at 
 lulubowls@hotmail.com  to volunteer.  

 
 

Connect2Effect “C2E 
If you and your team have a need to enhance your communication effective-
ness, outreach and methods give us a shout and let's see how we can help 
out. Also, if you have a heart for joining our team, please reach out and let's 
do some great things for the Kingdom! CONNECT2EFFECT Ministry Team "Can 
you Hear me Now?" 
Please share your needs, challenges and ideas with our team via the REALM 
or at: connect2effect@mtpleasantbaptist.org          #WEBUILDHERE ■■■■ 

mailto:lulubowls@hotmail.com
mailto:onnect2effect@mtpleasantbaptist.org
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2516 Squirrel Hill Road 
Herndon, Virginia 

703.793.1196 

  

The Inspiration Newsletter 

 
The Inspiration newsletter is a bi-monthly publication for Mount Pleasant Baptist Church (MPBC) 
family, friends and the community. The goal for this publication is to provide our readers with time-
ly and relevant information about what MPBC is doing to spread God’s word. We pray and hope 
that everyone will find the information in this issue informative and inspiring. — God Bless. 
 

 
 

 
Guidelines for submitting articles are: 

 
1. All articles must be approved by your Ministry Director before submission. 

2. Each article must be in a separate  MS Word document  in  Arial font, 12 point 

3. Each article must contain a working title at the beginning of the document followed by a byline 
then the article itself. 

4. Articles should be written in newsletter format with proper transitions and correct spelling and 
grammar. 

5.  Articles should answer who, what, when, where, why and how. 

6. Be sure to include your contact information. 

7. Do not embed graphics in the word document. Send as a separate attachment.                           

(.jpeg full size is preferred) 

#WEBUILDHERE ■■■■ 

 

 

Get Your Article In The Next  Newsletter 

—Here is how….. 

Facebook Twitter MPBC YouTube 


